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(17 April 1909, Warsaw – 8 June 1992, Warsaw) was a Polish playwright and film director. He was a
member of the Polish Academy of Science. He was known mainly as a poet and scriptwriter, but also
as a film director. In 1960, together with Andrzej Wajda, he was one of the film directors of the anti-
establishment Polish Underground State. Biography The son of writer Antoni Zalewski, he was born
in Warsaw and studied Polish at the University of Warsaw. He wrote many poems and short stories
before the Second World War, and published Die Gebrüder (The Cousins) in 1931. After Polish Army
capture and German invasion of Poland, Zalewski together with Jerzy Andrzejewski and other actors
and musicians, founded the Free Theatre in occupied Warsaw in 1942. During the Warsaw Uprising,
Zalewski directed and performed plays. After the war, he started to work as a dramaturg in the
Polish Academy of Literature and Theatre, and in 1950 he became head of the Polish Department of
the Union of Polish Artists (ZHP). Between 1945 and 1946, together with Andrzej Wajda and Witold
Lutoslawski, he was a member of a group of young film directors that started working with Jerzy
Kawalerowicz in studio Kurniak films. They directed more than 10 films until the end of 1951. After
Piłsudski's death in 1935, the politics of the Polish state changed. Zalewski became a leftist and
joined a group of artists and writers who continued to work in the Free Theatre. He directed and
wrote scripts for many films since 1952, mostly for a factory film series called "Produkcja
koniokraedyczna" by in which he was present as a teacher and writer. He also worked for the Polish
Radio and TV. On 18 December 1978, he directed a short film about Wawel Castle, titled "Wawel jest
nasz" (Wawel
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