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LOUIS—Matt Hamilton sounded more like a Yankees fan than a Cardinals fan as he showed reporters around Busch
Stadium on Friday morning. The St. Louis Cardinals beat the Yankees in last year's World Series to clinch the National
League Pennant, which was the last time the two teams squared off in the Fall Classic. Hamilton, though, remembers the
Yankees. "I just saw them in person because I was in town for baseball," he said, with a faint New York accent. "They're an
amazing team with the way they're going. It's going to be tough." While Joe Girardi doesn't coach the Cardinals in St. Louis
after winning the Series in his first year with the Yankees, he is getting plenty of love in the Windy City. "I've met him a
few times now," Hamilton said. "He seems like a nice guy." Hamilton never got the chance to watch Yankees legend David
Wells in action, nor did he ever take it easy against Wells. "I was pretty nervous going up against him because I was the
guy the year before, [Antonio] Osuna and he was pitching against me," Hamilton said. "But he was a tough guy, he was a
great competitor." As far as the Cardinals are concerned, the Yankees are an even tougher team to beat. "I just think
they're a great team. They got a great team," Hamilton said. "You had a pretty good rotation [this year]. They got some
power guys up there. They're a good team." Not much is expected out of the Cardinals this Fall. Right now, all that is in
focus is getting healthy, as the team tries to avoid being swept by the Braves in the National League Division Series,
starting with Game 1 on Tuesday. "We're trying to start with our defense," manager Mike Matheny said. "If we can't get
our defense going, we won't do much." A standout group that stifled the Dodgers in a 4-1 playoff victory, the Cardinal are
healthy, with Adam Wainwright (left elbow), Mark Ellis (right foot),
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