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World War II – World War II, also known as the Second World War, was a global war that lasted
from 1939 to 1945, although related conflicts began earlier. It involved the vast majority of the
world's countries—including all of the great powers—eventually forming two opposing alliances,
the Allies and the Axis. It was the most widespread war in history, and directly involved more than
100 million people from over 30 countries. – It was also the most destructive war in history,
destroying around 40% of all residential buildings and injuring about 15% of the global
population. World War II altered the political, economic, cultural, and technological aspects of the
world, the war started in many parts of the world young, but it was and remains the most global
war in history. It directly involved most of the world's countries, although operations were largely
limited to the neutral countries and to those ruled by the victors. A global alliance opposed to
Germany was formed under the terms of the Atlantic Charter adopted in August 1941, the United
States and the Soviet Union were the major Allied powers in the war against Germany while the
United Kingdom and its Empire was the major force against Japan. Aside from the Japanese, only
the Italians, Hungarians, and Germans made a substantial effort to develop war technologies. –
The war ended with the total defeat of Germany, the defeat of Japan, the liberation of millions of
slaves, and the birth of the modern age. Nazi Germany was responsible for the deaths of at least
55 million people, to which number should be added more than 60 million people damaged by the
Holocaust, including around 1 million children. This was much higher than the toll in World War I,
and also surpasses all previous military casualties combined. Germany was subjected to a final
military defeat in 1945, and several of its remaining colonies were lost to the Soviet Union.
Meanwhile, Japan was defeated in 1945, with the surrender of Japan occurring on home soil. The
war left behind innumerable geographic changes, including changes in the global atmosphere and
the land and redistributions of oceanic water. All of the great powers were affected in various
ways by the two wars. – World War I began in 1914, shortly after the outbreak of the First World
War, which pitted the Allies against Germany and Austria-Hungary. These two alliances became
the Allies after victories in the First World War, the Central Powers—Austria-Hungary and
Germany—were the military opponents in the war, while the Allies were formed by Britain, France
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