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in most cases, the computer or file you're trying to get into is full of
viruses and other malware that will affect your phone or other

personal device. a hacker's goal is to trick you into running malware
on your device in order to gain access to your data, or to gain access

to the computer itself. you may not even realize you're infected
because of the way malware works. it tends to hide in your device

until you are specifically trying to use it. or it may stop working
altogether until you're connected to the internet. there are a number

of ways hackers can gain access to your phone or other personal
device. the most common is via malicious applications, which are apps

that can infect your device. other methods include insecure wi-fi
networks, or non-encrypted data, which can be sniffed by hackers. for
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example, many vpns provide their users with their login credentials in
the clear, while only hiding the ip address of the device that's

connecting. this is so that the vpn provider won't have to maintain a
list of users' ip addresses, which could potentially be used to track

their usage. but because many people use a vpn because they want to
keep their ip address hidden from hackers, and because the ip

address is what a hacker needs to track you, this exposes you to other
attacks. the gray hat hacker isn't so much about improving security as
it is about circumventing it by using sneaky methods and techniques.
they're the ones who post software fixes online, not for the benefit of
the software's maker, but to steal another person's identity, or infect

computer networks with viruses or malware.
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