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to sign Anything-But-the-Pledge letter to President Obama The G.O.P. activist who once urged his
fellow conservatives to back Mitt Romney says he won't be supporting the likely nominee at this

stage Gary Johnson, the libertarian-leaning former Republican governor of New Mexico, has declined
to sign an open letter from prominent conservatives urging President Barack Obama to support the
eventual Republican nominee for 2016. “I’ve never been a big Romney fan,” Johnson told POLITICO

Wednesday, recalling that he endorsed Romney's former running mate, Rep. Paul Ryan (R-Wis.),
during his 2012 campaign for vice president. “I don’t have very high expectations of Romney,”

Johnson continued. “I think he’ll be lucky to win the primary.” Pledging to support whoever wins the
GOP nomination this year, Johnson said, will require some time for him to evaluate his feelings

toward the eventual Republican standard-bearer. “I’ll start my process,” Johnson said. “I haven’t
done it yet.” Johnson’s hesitance to endorse a candidate early in the process reflects a broader shift
within the conservative movement away from the Romney campaign and toward new conservative

stars such as Donald Trump, Cruz and Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker. Johnson says he is a
conservative who identifies most closely with libertarian rhetoric. But, he says, he wants to see a

candidate with better ideas to govern the country, as well as better speech skills. “It’s not that I’m
not for Scott Walker,” Johnson said. “I just don’t think he’s electable.” Johnson said he has not

endorsed any candidate in the process, though he hasn't ruled it out. "No," Johnson said when asked
if he could support Cruz in 2016. "That's a long way away." Sign up here for POLITICO Huddle A daily
play-by-play of congressional news in your inbox. Email Sign Up By signing up you agree to receive

email newsletters or alerts from POLITICO. You can unsubscribe at any time. This site is protected by
reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy Policy and Terms of Service 6d1f23a050
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