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respiratory arrest in a 14-year-old boy. Sudden death is not uncommon in children, and more than
50% of cases are asphyxial. The most common cause of asphyxial respiratory arrest in children is
respiratory tract infection, whereas a cardiac arrhythmia is the most common cause in adults. The

underlying disease associated with cardiac arrhythmias is one of the major predictors of fatality. We
report a case of sudden death in a 14-year-old boy. The patient was brought to an emergency

department by his father with a complaint of sudden respiratory arrest and convulsions. He was
intubated and resuscitated with 3 mg bolus of adrenaline, 20 mEq of potassium chloride, and 1 mg
epinephrine. Arterial blood gases showed mixed respiratory and metabolic acidosis with low serum

glucose. The patient's heart rate progressively increased to more than 160 beats/min, and he
experienced ventricular fibrillation. He was defibrillated twice using 10J of biphasic shocks with

120/60. VF recurred, and he was defibrillated a third time using 20 J of biphasic shocks. The patient
was then placed on extracorporeal membrane oxygenation. On postmortem examination, the cause
of death was determined to be catecholamine-induced cardiac arrhythmia due to a high vagal tone.

Subsequent to the autopsy, the patient's father was found to be a heavy smoker. Our case is unusual
in two ways. First, the cause of death was arrhythmia, which is not usually seen in catecholamine-

induced cardiac death. Second, the father was a smoker, although he did not have a history of
smoking in the patient's family.
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