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Details and Specifications.Q: How can | perform
repeated selection of words in vim and copy to
another file? I'm a bash user and I've been using
vim for editing my shell scripts. In bash | would
do something like: $ # select the first word, then
the second, the third, and so on $ # enter
$EDITOR $ # save the script Which works
perfectly fine in vim as well. Usually, when |
would want to copy words from some buffer into
the console, | would do something like $ # select
the first word, then the second, the third, and so
on $ # enter $EDITOR $ # copy the text to
STDOUT $ # exit $EDITOR It works great, but I'm
not sure if it's the best way to do this in vim, if
there's an easier way to do it than what I've
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done, and if this is the most efficient way for
selecting the words. Is there an easier way to do
this? A: If you're using a more recent version of
Vim (e.g. 8.1), you can use the selection-mode-
modifier (;) to repeat commands. For example:
qq2G deletes the first two lines of a file, copies
the buffer into the current window and pastes it
into the second file, and closes the current file.
The :q! command undoes everything until the
next! (exclamation point) command. This is
pretty convenient if you're using a command that
should overwrite the original file. If you don't
want to overwrite the original file, then you can
make the command more selective by using the
range notation, as in the following example:
3,49Q This command deletes the first three lines
of a file, copies the buffer into the current
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window, and pastes it into the fourth (rightmost)
line. It's a bit trickier than the :q command
because that simply overwrites the file. If you
want the current file to be copied and saved,
then you'll need to use a slightly different
command: 3,$9Q This deletes the first three lines
of a file, copies the buffer into the current
window, and pastes it into the last (leftmost) line.
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