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Electric chairs are mechanical devices used to administer a higher current of alternating current (AC) to the head of a person being sentenced to death in the electric chair. They were used from 1895 to 1962, when the more humane lethal gas chamber was introduced. The electric chair is sometimes confused with the zapping chair, which is
a version designed to simulate an electric shock. The history of the electric chair starts with the discovery of electrocution as a method of capital punishment by the application of high voltage to the head of a condemned prisoner. Such an experiment was carried out in 1847 by Dr. Lucien Philippe Gueneau, an electrical engineer for the

British Army. His assistant, M. Charlet, was himself suspended from a pulley for Â£5-Â£8 donation from sympathetic medical colleagues. However, the experience was largely regarded as unsatisfactory since there was no indication of pain. The next notable use of the electric chair was in France in 1883 to execute Louis Capet, but it was not
until after the end of the American Civil War in 1865 that modern uses of electrocution became prominent, and even then only as an alternative to the hanging. Since the last half of the 19th century, electrocution has been used in several different ways, with each method having its own advantages and disadvantages. The electrodes of an

electric chair, if made of platinum, can last indefinitely on the body of a person being electrocuted. This fact was used by the Italian scientist, Enrico Morselli to design the first modern electric chair, which was used on a Jew in Rome in 1921. In England, an electric chair was also used to execute a convicted murderer, John Coode. Capital
punishment is only legal in specified circumstances, for example, when the sentence is life imprisonment or if the prisoner is sentenced to death following a plea of guilty. As of, there are 1,002 persons on death row in the United States who are awaiting execution, most of whom are men. As of 2008, 50 states allowed electrocution as a
method of capital punishment for the execution of prisoners, with the other states giving the option of lethal gas, lethal injection, and hanging. Electrocution is regarded as being more humane than other methods, and has been described by the Massachusetts Department of Corrections as "the most humane method of execution." The

electric chair is still permitted in several American states. In a standard electric chair, the prisoner
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